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Volunteers from statewide Volunteer 
Income Tax Assistance (VITA) programs 
are gearing up to assist low- to moderate-
income people with the completion and 
filing of their 2007 tax returns. The Internal 
Revenue Service (IRS) designed this 
program to offer not only free basic tax 
services, but also to help consumers 
access qualifying tax credits, including 
the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC). 
The EITC is intended to lower one’s taxes 
and/or provide a larger income tax return. 
Additional helpful programs include the Tax 
Counseling for the Elderly (TCE) and the 
Armed Forces Tax Council (AFTC). TCE 
assists people age 60 and older while the 
AFTC works with military personnel and 
their families through VITA programs to 
access specific tax credits and benefits. 

VITA sites are accessible across the 
state and can be located by phone at 
800-829-1040 or by dialing 2-1-1, which 

provides community referrals, services 
and volunteer opportunities. They can also 
be located through the Ohio Treasurer’s 
website at www.yourmoneynowonline.
org. At the homepage, click on the Topics 
tab. Then, scroll down and click on Taxes. 
Choose the Free Tax Preparation article 
and read how this free service might 
benefit you. The EITC link, which outlines 
eligible annual maximum earnings, can 
be located on the homepage of this same 
website. In addition, free tax help and other 
tax-related information can be obtained at 
www.irs.gov. At the homepage, click on the 
Individual tab then scroll down to Free Tax 
Return Preparation For You by Volunteers. 

Finally, the Ohio Benefit Bank is 
offering free income tax assistance to 
qualifying people through the help of 
trained counselors at more than 100 sites 
statewide. For more information, call 
1-800-648-1176 or visit www.obb.ohio.gov. 

Programs Gear up to Help Low Income Taxpayers

In December HUD announced grant 
awards of $1.5 billion to support home-
less transition and supportive hous-
ing programs. Ohio received a total of 
$63,402,290.00. The Ohio Balance of 
State was granted approximately $249,497 
more than the amount actually requested 
for FY 2008, a great help to COHHIO and 
its members across the state. Grants in 
Ohio included: 

Continuum of Care Grants
Cincinnati/Hamilton County Continuum of 
Care: $10,391,825
Toledo/Lucas County Continuum of Care: 
$1,402,971
Cleveland/Cuyahoga County Continuum of 
Care: $22,117,429
Columbus/Franklin County Continuum of 
Care: $7,741,865
Youngstown/Mahoning County Continuum 
of Care: $1,407,066
Dayton/Kettering/Montgomery County 
Continuum of Care: $5,477,450

Akron/Barberton/Summit County 
Continuum of Care: $3,274,250
Canton/Massillon/Alliance/Stark County 
Continuum of Care: $1,071,538
Ohio Balance of State Continuum of Care: 
$10,517,896

Emergency Shelter Grants:
Akron: $300,923
Canton: $127,569
Cincinnati: $577,990
Cleveland: $1,056,818
Columbus: $284,759
Cuyahoga County: $163,590
Dayton: $279,709
Franklin County: $80,415
Hamilton: $150,809
Lakewood: $96,602
Montgomery County: $82,258
Ohio Non-entitlement communities: 
$3,240,143
Springfield: $87,818
Toledo: $351,243
Youngstown: $173,886

HUD Announces Continuum of Care Grants

http://www.yourmoneynowonline.org
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Conferences, Trainings and Reports
(see also http://www.cohhio.org/calendar.php)

Social Worker Continuing Education Provider
COHHIO is pleased to announce that we are now a provider of 

Continuing Education Units (CEU’s) for Social Workers in Ohio. 
COHHIO is now able to provide CEU’s for the trainings we conduct 

throughout the state that meet the Ohio Counselor, Social Worker and Marriage 
and Family Therapist Board requirements. 

Upcoming Trainings 	
Implementing the Direct Housing Program
This training will provide detailed information about how the Direct Housing Program, 
as funded through the Ohio Department of Development, can best be used to meet 
the housing needs of homeless individuals and families in Ohio. Three diverse Ohio 
providers will present on how their respective organizations have designed their Direct 
Housing Program, how they’ve chosen to target this resource, and how they are 
monitoring and measuring success. Program challenges and successes will also be 
addressed, as well as directions for the future.

Date:  	 Tuesday, March 11, 2008
Location:	 Southeast Meeting Room
	 Columbus Metropolitan Library, Southeast Branch
	 2980 S. Hamilton Rd.
	 Groveport, Ohio 43125
Time:	 10am – 3pm
Register:	 email rsvp@cohhio.org by March 3, 2008 to reserve a seat
Cost:	 $10.00 (this fee is only mandatory for those planning to request lunch) 
Questions: 	 email ericamulryan@cohhio.org
CEUs:	 CEUs will be provided for Counselors and Social Workers

National Alliance to End Homelessness will be hosting its 2008 National 
Conference on Ending Family Homelessness on February 7-8, 2008 at the Sheraton 
Seattle Hotel. More than half a million families with children become homeless each 
year. This conference will offer strategies for confronting and solving the problems of 
family homelessness.   For more information on the conference, please see 
http://www.naeh.org/section/tools/conference/seattleconf 

National Housing and HIV/AIDS Research Summit III series will present research of 
significance to HIV/AIDS housing policy, coupled with dialogue about the public policy 
implications of research findings.  The Summit III is scheduled for March 5-7, 2008 in 
Baltimore Maryland.  For more information on the Summit, please see 
http://www.nationalaidshousing.org/HousingandHIV-AIDSResearchSummit.htm 

Reports
The United State Conference of Mayors has released their Hunger and 
Homelessness Survey for December 2007.  This report provides an analysis of 
the hunger and homelessness issues in 23 cities across the country.  For additional 
details see http://www.usmayors.org/HHSurvey2007/hhsurvey07.pdf 

About Our Organization…

COHHIO is a statewide advocacy group and service providers network dedicated to 
ending homelessness while ensuring that Ohioans have decent, safe, fair, affordable 
housing, especially those with low-income and special needs. 

Don’t forget!! COHHIO will be hosting our Housing Ohio 2008 
conference on April 14 & 15, 2008 at the Hyatt on Capital 
Square. Register online now at www.cohhio.org
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We’re on the Web! 
See us at:

www.cohhio.org

www.cohhioyep.org

www.OHvotes.org

www.ohiodebttrap.org

Phone: 
614-280-1984

Fax: 
614-463-1060

E-Mail: 
membership@cohhio.org

To update your contact 
info, please e-mail 
tomrogers@cohhio.org
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YEP spotlight: 
Asad and Burhan Dahir.
Before coming to the United States, Asad and 
Burhan spent six years in a Somali war refugees 
camp. Asad, Burhan and their teenage sister tried 
to make a life in America, but as independent 
youth, they struggled with housing and became 
homeless. Then they found COHHIO and became 
part of the very first YEP youth council.  They have 
dedicated the last seven years to improving not only 
their own lives, but the lives of homeless children 
everywhere.  In December, they graduated from the 
University of Akron. Both will attend medical school 
in September.  Congratulations and thank you for 
your dedication! 
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Thank you Housing Ohio 2008 Sponsors!




