
Glossary 
 
 
Annual Renewal Amount.  The maximum amount that a Supportive Housing Program 
(SHP) grant can receive on an annual basis when renewed. It includes funds for only 
those eligible activities (operating, supportive services, leasing, Homeless Management 
Information System (HMIS) and administration) that were funded in the original grant (or 
the original grant as amended), less the nonrenewable activities (acquisition, new 
construction, rehabilitation, and any administration costs related to these activities). It is 
used to calculate a CoC’s Hold Harmless Need amount.  

To calculate the Annual Renewal Amount (ARA) for SHP grants, add up the amount 
of the renewable budget line items (i.e., operating, supportive services, leasing, HMIS, 
and administration) for all the years of the most recent grant, and divide by the number 
of years in the grant term. Any funding for acquisition, rehabilitation, new construction—
and any administration costs related to those activities—is not renewable and therefore 
should not be calculated in the ARA. If the initial grant included these activities, 
administrative costs may only be calculated up to 5 percent of the total of leasing, 
operating, HMIS, and supportive services costs contained in the initial grant.  

For example, if the initial three-year grant was for $472,500 ($150,000 for new 
construction, $150,000 for operating costs, $150,000 for supportive services, and 
$22,500 for administration), the new construction costs, and any administration costs 
associated with it, would not be eligible for renewal. Thus, the total renewable amount 
would be $315,000 ($150,000 for operating costs, $150,000 for supportive services, and 
$15,000 for administration) and the ARA is $105,000 ($315,000 divided by the three-
year grant term).  

If the initial three-year grant was $315,000 and did not include acquisition, 
rehabilitation or new construction costs, ($150,000 for operating costs, $150,000 for 
supportive services, and $15,000 for administration), the ARA would be $105,000 
($315,000 divided by the three-year grant term). 
 
Continuum of Care.  A collaborative funding and planning approach that helps 
communities plan for and provide, as necessary, a full range of emergency, transitional, 
and permanent housing and other service resources to address the various needs of 
homeless persons. HUD also refers to the group of stakeholders involved in the decision 
making processes as the “Continuum of Care.” 
 
Continuum of Care Lead Agency.  Agency or organization designated by the CoC 
primary decision making body to be the entity that submits the CoC application. 
 
Continuum of Care Lead Agency Contact.  Person(s) with the authority to submit the 
Continuum of Care Homeless Assistance Competition application on behalf of the CoC, 
usually the Executive Director or CEO of the CoC Lead Agency. 
 
Continuum of Care Need Amounts  

 Continuum of Care Preliminary Pro Rata Need (PPRN).  Amount of funds 
a CoC could receive based upon the geography that HUD approves as 
belonging to that CoC. To determine the homeless assistance need of a 
particular jurisdiction, HUD will use nationally available data, including the 
following factors as used in the Emergency Shelter Grants (ESG) program 
formula: data on poverty, housing overcrowding, population, age of housing, 
and growth lag. Applying those factors to a particular jurisdiction provides an 



estimate of the relative need index for that jurisdiction compared to other 
jurisdictions applying for assistance under the FY2008 CoC NOFA. Each year 
HUD publishes the PPRN for each jurisdiction. A CoC’s PPRN is determined 
by adding the published PPRN of each jurisdiction within the HUD-approved 
CoC. The list of geographic areas and CoC Names and Numbers can be 
found at:  www.hudhre.info or at:  www.hud.gov. 

 
 Continuum of Care Hold Harmless Need (HHN).  The amount of funds a 

CoC is eligible to receive where the ARA of all SHP grants expiring in that 
CoC during the  period beginning January 1, 2009 and ending December 31, 
2009 exceeds the PPRN for that CoC. The HHN is the amount needed to 
fund the expiring renewal grants for one year. To provide communities with 
maximum flexibility in addressing current needs, CoCs have the discretion to 
not fund or to reduce one or more SHP renewal project applications through 
the HHN Reallocation process and still receive the benefit of the hold 
harmless need amount if the CoC proposes to use that amount of reduced 
renewal funds for new permanent supportive housing or new dedicated HMIS 
SHP projects. 

 
 Continuum of Care Final Pro Rata Need (FPRN).  The higher amount of: 

(1) PPRN and (2) HHN. 
 

Continuum of Care Primary Decision Making Group.  This group manages the 
overall planning effort for the CoC, including, but not limited to, the following types of 
activities: setting agendas for full Continuum of Care meetings, project monitoring, 
determining  project priorities, and providing final approval for the CoC application 
submission. This body is also responsible for the implementation of the CoC’s HMIS, 
either through direct oversight or through the designation of an HMIS implementing 
agency. This group may be the CoC Lead Agency or may authorize another entity to be 
the CoC Lead Agency under its direction. 
 
Continuum of Care Registration.  A step in the electronic application process that 
requires a CoC to claim geography and appoint a CoC Lead Agency that will be 
responsible for the submission of the electronic application to HUD. 
 


