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On Tuesday, June 22, 2010 at 9:00 a.m., the United States Interagency 
Council on Homelessness (USICH)  will announce the release of the 
nationÕs first comprehensive strategy to prevent and end homelessness 
entitled Opening Doors:  The Federal Strategic Plan to Prevent and 
End Homelessness.   As part of the HEARTH Act, USICH was mandated 
to produce a nation strategy to end homelessness.  Earlier this year, 
USICH held several focus groups to engage input along with securing 
public feedback through its website.  This plan will be announced at the 
White House with three Cabinet Secretaries: HUD Secretary, Shaun 
Donovan, Labor Secretary, Hilda Solis, and VA Secretary, Eric Shinseki.  
You can view this announcement by watching it live on 
www.whitehouse.gov/live.  Opening Doors will be available at 
www.usich.gov and www.hud.gov. A webinar is being planned to provide 
a more in-depth discussion, more details will follow on that webinar as 
available.    

On Thursday, June 24 at 3:00 pm ET, the NAEH will host a webinar 
titled Creating a High Performing Rural Continuum, Part II: 
Increasing Stakeholder Engagement & Strengthening Collaboration . 
This webinar is the second in the webinar/workshop series hosted by the 
Alliance's Center for Capacity Building regarding Critical Success Factors 
in High Performing Rural Continuums of Care, a paper released in March 
by the Alliance. Webinar presenters will include Melany Mondello and 
Scott Tibbits of the Maine Balance of State CoC and Ragan Claypool of 
the Wood, Seneca, Ottawa, Sandusky (WSOS) Continuum of Care in 
Ohio. The webinar will provide an overview of these communitiesÕ CoC 
infrastructures and services.   The speakers will present strategies to 
strengthen interagency coordination and collaboration to address key 
challenges in a rural CoC.  They will also discuss how to engage 
government, nonprofit, and nontraditional stakeholders and manage 
accountability to maximize the benefits of collaboration.  Finally, speakers 
will highlight their most innovative and successful partnership strategies, 
including how they leverage funding and other resources.    To register 
for this webinar visit: https://www2.gotomeeting.com/register/489513811. 
To read the Alliance's paper on Critical Success Factors in High 
Performing Rural CoC's visit: 
http://www.endhomelessness.org/content/article/detail/2681.  

The Ohio Housing Fi nance Agency (OHFA)  is offering, two, one-day 
affordable housing program training sessions focusing primarily on the 
2011 Housing Credit Program.  Other programs to be discussed include 
Affordable Housing Loan, HDAP, and Project Administration.  The 
sessions will be from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on July 12 and 26, 2010.  The 
trainings are held at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Dublin.  For more 
information on these trainings, please go to 
http://www.ohiohome.org/lihtc/10HousingCreditTrainingBR.pdf.  
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HUD ISSUES 2009 ANNUAL HOMELESS ASSESSMENT REPORT TO CONGRESS  
Individual homelessness down; Family homelessness up for second straight year  

 WASHINGTON Ð The total number of homeless persons in America dropped slightly between 2008 
and 2009 although the number of homeless families increased, almost certainly due to the ongoing effects 
of the recession. ThatÕs the conclusion of the 2009 Annual Homeless Assessment Report to Congress , 
a yearly study by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development designed to measure the scope 
of homelessness across the country. 
 HUDÕs latest report finds that 643,000 persons were homeless on a given night in 2009 while 
roughly 1.56 million people, or one in every 200 Americans, spent at least one night in a shelter during 
2009. While the total estimated number of persons who experience homelessness as individuals declined 
by 5 percent, the number of homeless families increased for the second straight year. 
 ÒAs a nation, we appear to be doing a better job sheltering those who might otherwise be living on 
our streets but clearly homelessness is impacting a greater share of families with children,Ó said HUD 
Secretary Shaun Donovan. ÒAs patterns of homelessness change, we must use the latest data to tailor our 
response. The Obama Administration is committed to ending homelessness in all its forms.Ó 
HUDÕs annual assessment is based on two measures of homelessness: 
 Point -In-Time ÔSnapshotÕ Counts Ð these data account for sheltered and unsheltered homeless 

persons on a single night, usually at the end of January. On a given night in January 2009, 
volunteers throughout the nation counted 643,000 homeless people. A majority of these 
communities reported increases in the number of sheltered persons and decreases in 
unsheltered or Ôstreet homelessÕ revealing a greater capacity and success in finding housing 
solutions for those who are homeless. Long-term or chronic homelessness has continued a 
pattern of decline in the U.S. since 2006. HUD currently estimates that nearly 111,000 people 
were chronically homeless on a single night in January 2009, more than a 10 percent drop from 
2008 and nearly 30 percent from levels reported in 2006. All of this yearÕs decrease in chronic 
homelessness occurred among the unsheltered Ôstreet population.Õ Much of the decline since 
2006 may be associated with the dramatic expansion of the permanent supportive housing stock, 
which increased from 177,000 to 219,000 beds during this time period. 

 12-Month Counts Ð Using Homeless Management Information Systems (HMIS), these data provide 
more detailed information on persons who access a shelter over the course of a full year. In the 
2009 AHAR, 2,988 counties and 1,056 cities contributed HMIS data to produce national estimates 
of sheltered homeless. HUD estimates that 1.56 million persons experienced homelessness and 
found shelter between October 1, 2008 and September 30, 2009. A typical sheltered homeless 
person is a single, middle-aged man and a member of a minority group. Of all those who sought 
emergency shelter or transitional housing during 2009, the following characteristics were 
observed: 

 78 percent of all sheltered homeless persons are adults. 
 61 percent are male. 
 62 percent are members of a minority group. 
 38 percent are 31-to-50 years old. 
 64 percent are in one-person households. 
 38 percent have a disability. 
HUDÕs report also reveals the following trends: 
From 2008-2009: 
¥ Between 2008 and 2009, the number of individuals in emergency shelters and transitional housing 

programs dropped by nearly 58,000 people or 5 percent. Meanwhile, sheltered homeless persons 
in families increased by almost 19,000 people or 3.6 percent. 

¥ When families are considered as households rather than as the separate people in the households, the 
increase was nearly 11,000 families between 2008 and 20098, a seven percent increase over the 
159,142 sheltered homeless families in 2008. 

From 2007-2009: 
¥ Between 2007 and 2009, the drop in the number of sheltered homeless individuals was 80,000 people or 

about 7 percent. This decline may be related to the ability of communities to place people into an 
expanding stock of permanent housing, which increased from about 177,000 to 219,000 beds 
during this time period. 

¥ In 2009, nearly 62,000 more family members were in emergency shelter or transitional housing at some 
point during the year than had been in 2007. Considered as households rather than as separate 
people, the growth in sheltered family homelessness over the three years was almost 40,000 
families, representing a 30 percent increase. 

Looking Ahead  
The long-term impacts of the recession are unclear. A recent study found a nearly five-fold increase 

in the rate of housing overcrowding, suggesting that many families are doubling up in response to the 
economic downturn. If some of these family support networks already are struggling to make ends meet, 
some of the doubled-up families may find their way into the homeless residential service system during 
2010. On the other hand, as the nation comes out of the recession and as the stimulus funding made 
available through the Homeless Prevention and Re-housing (HPRP) Program starts helping families in 
crisis avoid shelter, it also is possible that family homelessness will decline during the next reporting period. 
Indeed, as of May 2010, HPRP has already served more than 350,000 people and approximately 75 
percent of the funds have been used for prevention services. 

Painter, Gary. 2010. What Happens to Household Formation in a Recession? Research Institute for 
Housing America and the Mortgage Bankers  

. 
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Funding Opportunities  
 

Community Economic Development Projects Administration for 
Children and Families .  These grants are intended to help CDCs, 
alone or in partnership, create business development and expansion 
opportunities that will address the economic needs of low-income 
individuals through the creation of employment and business 
opportunities in low-income communities. Grantees must recruit low-
income individuals to fill the positions, offer support to help those 
individuals successfully hold those jobs, and ensure that the businesses 
and the jobs created remain viable for at least one year after the end of 
the grant period.  Grant is due July 1, 2010.  For more information:  
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/grants/open/foa/view/HHS-2010-ACF-OCS-EE-
0001    
 
Planning and Implementation o f Community Energy Projects  
Appalachian Regional Commission .  The goal of this grant 
competition is to develop a community infrastructure that grows markets 
for renewable-energy and energy-efficient enterprises, generating new 
energy jobs in Appalachia in the process.  Nonprofit organizations, 
government entities, and public institutions in the Appalachian Region 
are eligible.  Deadline is August 31, 2010.  For more information: 
http://www.arc.gov/news/article.asp?ARTICLE_ID=240 
 
State Farm .  State Farm is committed to meeting the needs of our 
communities by focusing our giving in three areas: Safe Neighbors 
(safety), Strong Neighborhoods (community development), and 
Education Excellence (education).  Nonprofit organizations with 501c3 
and others are eligible to apply.  Grant cycle from January 2 through 
October 31.  For more information: 
http://www.statefarm.com/about/part_spos/grants/cogrants.asp  
 
KeyBank Foundation .  The FoundationÕs Financial Education 
category supports programs that foster effective financial 
management and understanding of financial services and tools. 
The Workforce Development category supports programs that 
provide training and placement for people to access job 
opportunities for a stronger and better-prepared workforce. The 
Diversity category supports programs that employ systemic 
changes to improve the access of individuals of diverse 
backgrounds and encourage them to realize their full potential. 
Deadline is ongoing.  For more information: 
https://www.key.com/html/key-foundation-philanthropy-
banking.html 
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