Balance of State Continuum of Care

Advisory Committee Meeting

Monday, July 20, 2009

10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

Meeting Minutes

1. Introductions

a. Members present: Douglas Argue, Jonda Clemings, Cheryl Denny, Deb Givens, Ted Jones, Linda Kramer, Terrie Kyser, Erica Mulryan, and Tammy Weaver.

2. Update on Release of Continuum of Care Application 

a. 2009 Opportunity to Register and Other Important Information for Electronic Application Submission for Continuum of Care Homeless Assistance Programs was released last week.  That document discussed the following highlights: 

· CoC application would not be released before August 15th.

· Registration for new CoC’s will not be before July 21st. 

· No Samaritan Bonus this year – there will be a permanent supportive housing bonus that can serve either chronic homeless or individual/family with disability.

· Funding for renewal projects will have a modified process of conditional renewal next year that should expedite the process.

· Applicants will need to address how HPRP and NSP funds are utilized in conjunction with CoC funds.

· FMR set at 100% for S+C projects, will not have option to go to 110%. 

3. Project Review Committee Update

a. Membership

· Discussed a possible need for Advisory Committee members to review project applications and scoring.

· Will need to await release of CoC application before moving forward on what application/scoring process will look like and the need for additional reviewers.

b. Draft Conflict of Interest Policy 

· COHHIO staff drafted a conflict of interest policy – awaiting response from ODOD legal department for additional guidance.  This form will be utilized by any one participating in the BOS Steering, Advisory, and/or Project Review Committees.

· Actual/perceived conflict of interest needs to be discussed with committee chairs. 

c. Ideas about scoring/project review process

· Awaiting more details for HUD on priorities before we can complete scoring/program review.

· Douglas talked about last year’s process of reviewing projects, providing feedback and providing scores to applicants.  He asked if there were any suggestions for improvement or comments about the process.  There were no comments; hence, the process will continue the same this year as last.   

4. Preliminary Ohio Homeless Report Findings

a. This will be the second statewide report.  The initial draft is almost completed.  Given that it is just the second year, no trends or correlations can be made with the data.  The data is difficult to analyze – for example, some additional communities participated this year that we didn’t have data from last year, the snow storm caused some areas to change their data collection process, the date of the counts varied due to the storms and other local decisions on when it would be best to collect the data, etc.

5. Questions and Discussion

a. Tammy asked if there was word on when new projects would receive their contracts.  Jonda explained that she had talked with Tom Bilodeau and he could not provide a date as to when they would be available and that HUD was still working on renewal contracts.  Douglas explained that this could be discussed at the NAEH Conference next week to see if it is occurring in other areas of the country, and if so advocate for a speedier process.  

6. Next Meeting

a. The next Advisory Committee meeting will be August 17th 10 a.m. – 12 p.m.  This meeting will be by conference call/webinar.

Respectfully submitted,

Jonda Clemings, MSEd, LSW

Rural Housing Program Coordinator

